APPENDIX A: California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA)
 Compliance Certification Form

Grantee/Applicant:                                     Project Name:                                              
Project Address:                                                                                                                      
When was CEQA analysis completed for this project?  Date                                         
What document(s) was filed for this project’s CEQA analysis:  (check all that apply) 

(Initial Study    (Notice of Exemption    (Negative Declaration   (Mitigated Negative    

    









Declaration 


(Environmental Impact Report     (Other:                                                                     
Please attach the Notice of Exemption or the Notice of Determination as appropriate.

If these forms were not completed please attach a letter from the Lead Agency explaining why, certifying the project has complied with CEQA and noting the date that the project was approved by the Lead Agency.  

Lead Agency Contact Information:

Agency Name:                                                          Contact Person:                                   
Mailing Address:                                                                                                                       
Phone: (        )                                  Email:                                                                       
Certification:

I hereby certify that the Lead Agency listed above has determined that it has complied with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) for the project identified above and that the project is described in adequate and sufficient detail to allow the project’s construction or acquisition.  

I certify that the CEQA analysis for this project encompasses all aspects of the work to be completed with grant funds.  This project is not part of any legally mandated mitigation.
                                                                          
                                                                                          

Authorized Representative            
Date

Authorized Representative

(Signature)





(Printed Name and Title)
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California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) 

CEQA, the California Environmental Quality Act, is a statute that requires state and local agencies to identify the significant environmental impacts of their proposed actions and to avoid or mitigate those impacts, if feasible.

Public Resource Code 75070 states, “Every proposed activity or project to be financed pursuant to this division [Proposition 84] shall be in compliance with the California Environmental Quality Act, Division 13 (commencing with Section 21000).”
CEQA is triggered when a public agency directly undertakes or funds a “project” (as defined by CEQA guidelines).  Most projects funded by this program will trigger CEQA compliance or may be considered categorically exempt. 

Lead Agency

All CEQA reports are to be completed by the lead state or local agency (ultimate project sponsor, in most cases). 
CEQA Process

The Applicant should check with its local city or county planning agency for more information on how to complete CEQA. 

Information on complying with CEQA can also be found on the Resources Agency’s California Environmental Resources Evaluation System (CERES) website - http://ceres.ca.gov/ceqa/
The CCC requires CEQA compliance or the initiation of the CEQA process at the time of application. In either case, CEQA compliance is required prior to commencement of project work. Complete CEQA documentation must include one of the following: 

(a) A Notice of Exemption filed with, and stamped by, the county clerk, or 

(b) An Initial Study with a Negative Declaration, with the response from the State Clearinghouse, and a copy of the Notice of Determination filed with, and stamped by, the county clerk, or 

(c) An Initial Study and an Environmental Impact Report, with the response from the State Clearinghouse, and a copy of the Notice of Determination filed with, and stamped by, the county clerk. 

Categorical Exemptions

Many approved projects may qualify for categorical exemptions.  In these cases, only a Notice of Exemption is needed to successfully comply with the CEQA requirement.  A list of Categorical Exemptions to CEQA can be found here:  http://www.ceres.ca.gov/ceqa/guidelines/art19.html
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Legally Mandated Mitigation
Proposition 84 project work cannot include legally mandated mitigation.  The CEQA Compliance Certification Form has the sponsor verify that this is the case.

CEQA vs. National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA)

All Proposition 84 bond projects must comply with CEQA.  Project work on Federally-owned land will require NEPA (National Environmental Policy Act) compliance as well.  

a) When a project will require compliance with both CEQA and NEPA, state or local agencies should use the Environmental Impact Study (EIS) or Finding of No Significant Impact (NEPA Required Documents) rather than preparing an Environmental Impact Report (EIR) or Negative Declaration (CEQA Required Documents) if the following two conditions occur: 
(1) An EIS or Finding of No Significant Impact will be prepared before an EIR or Negative Declaration would otherwise be completed for the project; and 
(2) The EIS or Finding of No Significant Impact complies with the provisions of these Guidelines. 

b) Because NEPA does not require separate discussion of mitigation measures or growth inducing impacts, these points of analysis will need to be added, supplemented, or identified before the EIS can be used as an EIR. 

Note: Authority cited: Section 21083, Public Resources Code; Reference: Sections 21083.5 and 21083.7, Public Resources Code; Section 102(2)(C) of NEPA, 43 U.S.C.A. 4322(2)(C).
For further information about the limited circumstances when NEPA can be done instead of CEQA, please refer to the following link:

http://ceres.ca.gov/topic/env_law/ceqa/guidelines/15220-15229_web.pdf
