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From Orientation at the Placer Center in Auburn the crew loaded into the van and made the hot 12-hour drive
to the middle of Southern California. Our first stop of the summer is Mount San Jacinto State Park. With all the granite,
the trees, and thin air found at our 8,500 ft elevation camp, we feel as if we are in the backcountry already.

To get to our camp we had to ascend from the desert six thousand feet to the sub-alpine setting of San Jacinto.
The Palm Springs Tramway up the super rugged canyon provided a very unique experience.

The crew has had a normal amount of growing pains adjusting to the Backcountry lifestyle. | am glad to say that
the crew had done what they needed to do to make life pleasant and a worthwhile experience for everyone. The crew is
getting along, laughing, and they are all contributing to make each other as strong as possible. The great food provided
by our friendly cook, Marla DeKlotz (Stanislaus ‘09) has done a lot towards helping the crew feel at home and give them
the strength they need to work hard.

And work hard they do. With the project site being located right at our camp, we have no hike to distract us
from the job to be done. The crew has been busting their chops moving the over-sized rocks our State Parks sponsors
want to see buried in the ground for our projects. The crew is working on building a multi-tier and single-tier rock wall.
The purpose is to build 250 feet of ADA standard trail. The trail will run from the bottom of a super steep concrete trail
leading down from the trail to a backcountry permitting Ranger Station. The crew has also started construction on a
large rock masonry bridge abutment for a bridge built during a State Parks class at the end of June. The crew is busily
moving, shaping, and placing heavy rocks for all those who enjoy the state park trails.

The crew welcomed Mathew Gaye with very open arms. Some of the stand-out classes have been presented by
the local ranger and a volunteer park aid. The crew got a visit from the famous George “Boot Fairy” Hawley and learned
a little about healing massages and how to help center themselves.

On weekends the crew has explored every corner and peak of the San Jacinto. We squeezed into a small Island
of pine trees and fresh air while surrounded by desert and ugly cities. We have maximized the beauty of the area and
are having a wonderful time.



