June 2012 Overview
Yosemite | Backcountry Trail Crew
Supervisor: Tessa d’Usseau

Overview:

So let’s see...Here we are finishing up the month of June...We began the month by continuing
maintenance and logging on the Old Big Oak Flat Road Trail. This time we worked from Tamarack
Campground down the old road and up the hiking trail to the top of El Capitan and back down to
Yosemite Creek. We were able to spike twice during this project and we reaped the benefits by having a
spectacular spot to camp overlooking Yosemite Valley with vistas of the high country in the distance.
From the Old Big Oak Flat Road Trail we moved over to Little Yosemite Valley for another spike at the
backpacker’s camp just below the trail and cables to Half Dome. Here we removed the remnants of
hazard trees that Larry Castro and his NPS crew had fallen. We removed rounds from the campground
and split them into firewood for backpackers and the rangers at Little Yosemite Valley. The crew has
also spent two days working with Greg Torres and his NPS crew on the Yosemite Falls Trail where they
were building wall. We high-lined rocks up to them from a site that had been blasted earlier this season
and then brought the rocks down to their site. This was a great opportunity to learn about the grip-hoist
and get some hands-on experience splitting and moving rocks. And now for our last project of the
month, we’re back spiking on the Old Big Oak Flat Road Trail removing and replacing the decking on the
8’ x 43’ bridge crossing Cascade Creek. The crew has become proficient at a number of new skills while
working on this project. So far they have set up high-lines to grip hoist material to the site for 3
different walls we are constructing. We’ve been drilling rocks and splitting them with plugs and feathers
as well as removing all the old asphalt and decking. New decking and rails are in place and should be
completed very soon. This has been a great project for the crew especially following all the miles the
crew put in completing maintenance on the popular Yosemite Valley trails during the previous months.
Thanks to Jeremy Brown and his NPS sponsor staff (Anna Asp, Dan Schweitzer, Felipe Sanchez and
Evelyn Garretson) for making this happen.

Curriculum:

After reading the crew overview you may be thinking that’s all there is...But wait! We have our evening
curriculum four nights a week. So for the month of June we had our community meetings which are
held once a week where we plan activities and air and resolve any concerns the crew may have. Thanks
to Ivan Klusyk, Tess Hankey, Angela Johnson and Andrew Kaplan for facilitating these meetings. Some
other classes involved planning for week-end backpacking trips, and evening reading aloud Jon
Krakauer’s “Death of Innocence” and a presentation by NPS Vegetation/Restoration staff Dave Jaffe and
Alicia Dunphy who talked about invasive plants in Yosemite and answered questions concerning possible
career opportunities in their field. Dan Martinez and Jesus Dolores from the NPS Education Branch
returned to teach another class for us, this time the topic was on Black Bears. We ended the month
with everyone reading through their backcountry applications along with completing “self-evaluations”
reminding us why we wanted to be a part of this program and are our expectations being met.

We've also kept up on safety with classes on lightning, wilderness travel, backpacking, grip-hoist usage,
hand tool use, drill, saw and generator safety, plus our daily tailgate safety circle-ups.

The finale for this month was the ‘Summer Solstice Celebration.” Tess Hankey and the “Fun & Games”
Committee (Harmony Nelson, Ivan Klusyk, and Michael Aguilera) organized the best “Slug Wrestling”
competition ever. This was followed by the “Special Events” Committee’s (Andrew Kaplan, Aran



Halvorsen, Angela Johnson, and Sean Moody) “Solstice Celebration” — The perfect finish to a great
evening and month of hard work.

Weekends:

After reading the crew overview and curriculum for the month you may think that’s all there is...But no,
no, no...There’s still more. We haven’t even mentioned what this crew does when they have time off on
the weekends. There is so much to see and so many beautiful places to go to here in Yosemite that
these crazy Yosemite | crew members have taken every opportunity to see it all. They’'ve been down to
Pate Valley and up the Grand Canyon of the Tuolumne to Tuolumne Meadows, over to Ostrander Lake,
up to the top of Half Dome and Clouds Rest, over to Tenaya Lake and down to the southern park
boundary to Chain Lakes and back to Tuolumne Meadows and Cathedral Lakes.

Thank Yous:

— Julian, Lindsey, and Little Lily d’Usseau for visiting us in Foresta.

— Dave Jaffe and Alicia Dunphy for teaching the invasive plant class.

— Brandi Bosch (Yosemite Il 2001) and Liz Ruiz for stopping and having lunch with us while we
were working on the bridge.

— Heather Briggs (Yosemite | 2009) for visiting us in Foresta.

— Dan Martinez and Jesus Dolores for teaching another great class.

—  Cris Miller for bringing us treats last Sunday.

— Greg Torres and his NPS crew for giving us the opportunity to learn new trail skills.

— Yosemite Maintenance Garage for servicing our van and fixing our blinkers.

— Ann Freitas for the chocolate chip cookies you sent to the crew.

— Emma Cohen for visiting the crew and hiking to Chain Lakes with them for the weekend.

— Agnes Vianzon for bringing our library tent and helping with the bridge project.

— Russ Kish for looking out for us.

— Yosemite Conservancy for all your support.

— And last but not least, our NPS sponsors Jeremy, Anna, Dan, Felipe, and Evelyn for your
commitment to the Backcountry Program, our projects, your patience, and of course your sense
of humor.

Quote:

“There is something in the wild romantic scenery of this valley which | cannot...describe but the
impression made upon my mind while gazing from a high eminence on the surrounding landscape one
evening as the sun was gently gliding behind the western mountain and casting its gigantic shadows
across the vale were such as time can never efface from my memory but as | am neither poet painter or
romance writer, | must content myself to be what | am a humble journalist and leave this beautiful vale
in obscurity until visited by some more skillful admirer of the beauties of nature.”

Osbourne Russell
“Journal of a Trapper”
August 20, 1836

2012 Yosemite | Mission Statement:
Being the unique species we are Yosi’s feel that we are not limited to one mission during our habitation
of Yosemite. So far, we have established a humorous and also caring report with one another but wish




to continue this magical coexistence with more funsies and explosive laughter. We hope to create an
environment that is transcendentalistic, enlightening and open where each individual is able to grow
separately yet as a whole; eventually hatching into a unified organism that successfully functions as one.



