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Wow! Where do | begin to describe the five month journey that is the Backcountry Trails Program and
the impact it has had upon me. Let me start by stating that it’s been all that | hoped for and more. It's
been excruciatingly hard and overwhelmingly fun. For me it will go down as one of the most memorable
and influential summers of my life. It presents one with an interesting and complex mosaic of
opportunities. The chance to wake up before the sun rises every day, to tie on your boots, and throw
yourself at an endless supply of learning experiences and back breaking labor. It is the chance to explore
and experience one of the greatest resources available to anyone, this nation’s dwindling supply of
wilderness, to jump at the majestic beauty and awe-inspiring sights at your fingertips. But the greatest
opportunity given is the chance to live amongst your fellow man in some of the most trying of living
situations and grow together as a community. It’s a reflection of one of the most pressing issues facing
society, both past and present, the ability of people to coexist, excel, and prosper together. For any who
look at the Backcountry Trails Program as a prospective chance to improve themselves and the world
they live in, | say, make no doubts about it. Backcountry will be very, very difficult, as is any task worth
undertaking. But for me, the initial benefits were too great to pass up and in the end the rewards were
greater than | could have imagined. It has been well worth the trials and tribulations and now | can carry
the experiences I've gained with me for the rest of my life. Believe me when | tell you that you won’t
regret taking a chance on Backcountry. I'm grateful they took a chance on me.



