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OVERVIEW:May brings’ many magical moments. The days are full, necessity prevails and times of rest are fully 
experienced. The purpose of our rhythms unfold, sultrily, as if we have never lived another way. The beginning of the 
mountain embrace. Fortitude, diligence and the wealth of spirit within the initial challenge of nature’s cycle. Spring wants 
to come but winter won’t let go, not just yet. Our cast of characters (as with all the backcountry crews) are tested, 
stretched, remolded and expand. The growth comes as we engage together. I watch as my crew digs deep to experience 
this season – a season that will hold many stories. We have arrived to ingest this tradition. Living within the elements, 
very few would do this alone, but together it becomes a matter of being there for each other. I’m amazed and impressed. 
The heartfelt moments of becoming a crew, a team – “I” has been replaced by “we”. 

WORK:The season of May brought many events. We have finished the Chinualua Falls trail; logged and maintained 
many Wawona local trails – SDA; Stud Horse; loop and to the Big Trees Grove. Removed snow from the John Muir Trail 
to Nevada Falls, including the ice cut and Glacier Point trails; Alder Creek; Mosquito Creek finished; went back to the 
JMT to do maintenance which included the round trip, with the horse trail, of Happy Isles by way of the Mist Trail. All the 
snow melt makes for a powerful display of waterfalls. (“Someone please? Is this work?”) We maintained a small section 
of the Valley loop and our last May day finds us heading up the Tenaya switchbacks, with another bear sighting. Other 
animals to show up have included a ringtail, bobcat, coyotes, rattlesnakes, lizards, tanagers with a bald eagle close-up 
during our Hetch Hetchy education piece with Andrea Canapary. Rich animal time. Many on the crew continue to renew 
and receive chainsaw training during the logging runs alongside maintenance. A powerful crew with small heads. As 
Jeremy Brown would say “Don’t get a big head”. 

CURRICULUM:Tim Esquival (Backcountry 1985) graced us with his engaging talents of CPR and wilderness First Aid. 
Great teacher. Our Yosemite crew celebrates Halloween in May, on the full moon, with hail. The May committee 
organized a great celebration despite the weather. It was filled with much creativity, awards games and dancing. Thank 
you Agnes for your influence. It compliments this crew well, as we are predominantly a right brain group, any moment of 
the day can bring on the three ring circus. Our event even included a fashion show – God only knows what the next 
months will bring. Other events to fill our hours included coyote stories from the Native storyteller – Ben; A view of the 
Ansel Adams Gallery; a visit to the Yosemite Wilderness Center with many engaging questions, which was followed up 
by ranger presentations (Jay Sammer and Matt Nolte). They took us to the Wawona Big Trees for Park History, map and 
compass skills and wilderness ethics class. Great information and techniques. Andrea Canapary followed up with classes 
about plants, animals and Hetch Hetchy debate regarding the many decisions and aspects for the dam decision. Her style 
of “each one teach one” was well received. During this activity is when a bald eagle showed up, unique shades of an 
Indian paintbrush were discovered and the clouds reflected brilliant colors of red, orange, blue, and green. Amazing day 
and instruction. Our crew presentations included Frisbee techniques by Alex Takacs; sketch styles and instructions by 
Tyler Bittner, contour drawing and watercolor techniques by Christy Lindner. Many thanks . George Hawley shared a well 
received massage, respect and Inspirarion Class; all participated and now shoulder rubs grace the Yosemite Community on 
a regular basis – Ahhh! 

ODDS AND ENDS:Extended backpacking trips have begun as weather allows. Community meetings are ever engaging; 
safety meetings abound and the call of “ROCK” ever gains our attention. And as always many thanks to all of you who 
help behind the scenes – You’re always welcome- 

QUOTES 

"Look forward, Dream, but don’t forget to look back to see how far you’ve come." 

Lance Hostetler (Yosemite 2010) 

 


