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Stanislaus Backcountry Trail Crew
Supervisor: Miguel Diaz

The second full month in the Stanislaus National Forest for our Backcountry Trail Crew has been
a success. We have grown closer as a crew, battled the ever-changing elements, and completed our
project on Eagle Pass while still making time for recreation. Perhaps most importantly, however, is
everyone making the trip down to our next assignment at Mt. San Jacinto without illness or injury. This
is no doubt due to the teachings of our sponsors, the hearty food from our cook, and the enthusiastic
leadership from our supervisor.

Our work in June has primarily focused on the Eagle Pass Trail just past our camp in Eagle
Meadow. With elevations ranging from 7,500-8,500 feet, snow became a factor. As the snow melted
we worked farther and farther up the Pass, first performing maintenance, then log outs, and finally
projects. Our objective was simple: help prevent erosion on the trail and make it more accessible to
stock and hikers. Our work consisted of water bars, retainers, terrace causeway, rubble checks, junk
walls, french drains, and over 4,000 feet of re-routes. The horsemen and women travelling the trail
toward the end of the month showed great appreciation for the work we put in.

Not only were we on top of our work projects, but we took full advantage of our off time as
well. The crew volunteered our time at the annual Fish Fair at Pinecrest Lake. We dressed up in
costumes such as Hootie the Owl, Smokey the Bear and Frank the Fish. We also helped with paintings,
fly fishing, T-shirt making and overall entertainment.

On our weekends, the crew took advantage of the pristine Emigrant Wilderness at our doorstep.
We hiked to Granite Dome, Leavitt Peak, Toe Jam Lake and Cleo’s Bath. Each weekend was packed full
of mosquitoes, driving us absolutely crazy! But overcoming the pestering of the mosquitoes gave us a
new appreciation for the comforts of our camp.

The curriculum in June was educational and festive. Trevor Boyd taught us the fundamental
strategies of the classic game of Bocce Ball, which then became a competitive team-building activity.
Robert Frisk then taught a class on fly fishing. Realizing the complexity and skill of the sport, our
appreciation for Roberts’s talents increased. Samielle Foltz taught a massage class, teaching us how to
put our fellow friend at ease. Finally, autobiographies were shared on Mondays, inspiring us and
allowing us to get to know each other on a deeper level.

The games of the month included a Summer Solstice party on June 21%. It included square
dancing, apple-bobbing and many laughs. We wrapped the month of June off with a two-on-two
horseshoe tournament won by our cook Frank and sponsor Rachel.

We look forward to entering the heart of the season taking our show on the road to Mt. San
Jacinto. The work, environment and sponsors are bound to be different, but our crew has learned to be
adaptable and open to change.



