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The California Conservalion Corps said Monday that the state had become the firsd 1o pul stimulus money o work, in the San Bernarding Mational Forest

When [s First First? When It’s A Shovel

With Stimulus Cash Rolling In, St
EE P

By JENNIFER STEINHAUER

LIS ANGELES
were nunning high on Monday in
the San Bemardinog Mational For-
esl. The first shovel, held in the
hands of the first set of workers,
made its way into the first bit of
ground broken for the “first pro-
ject” fimanced by the federl
shimuahes hall

Emotuons

Well maybe not the fird project

thas was claimed by Missouri
for work on a dilapidazed beidpe
And people in Nebraska and
Marvland insist that they re-
ceived the firsy official approval
to paich up some roadways

But the Califormia Conservation
Comps gels firs dibs on the im-
plement “Our project B defi-
nitely the first one to use shivy-
els” said Jimmy Camp, a
spokesman for the agency, which
on Monday had I8 workers tack-
ling trail work in the San Bernar-
ding Maieoninl Forest, about T
mikes gast of here

Americans love m fire, histoneal,
scandalous or banal MNow cilies
and states are rushing 10 be firs
1] m.illg the stitlus mohEy —
press release in hamd — even for
projocts long in the making, with
workers more or less standing
bw, pick moes akimbo., waitina
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R SOCALL it i
o, Jay Nixon of Missoun awarded @ siimulus contract pust affer the pressdent signed the Bill

[ior the check 10 clear so they can claim their title

In earfy Wiarch, Representative Chris Van Hollen, Democrar of Maryland, announced that
has state’s 32 1 million worth of road resurfacimg m Montgomery County was “the firs
projecd in the nation approved by the Federa] Highway Admonistratson ™

But on Feb, 17, the very day the simulus bill was ssunid into law by President Obarma.
waork on a bridue & near Tuscumbia, Mo, began, with s competing claim of first

Within & few minutes of President Obama signing the bill,” sald Shane Peck, a spokesman
for the Missouri Department of Transportation, “the highway department approved tha
projiect, and conmiction started on the progect.”

Backhoe, mof showvel, but take thal, O8d Line Stabe!

ates Seek The Status of First Spender

Not to overlook the claim in Me-
braske, where siue officials in-
sist that they wene first o put ow
requests for bids on seven noad
projects. “We d&id let our bids
firs,” sadd Mary Jo Die a
spokeswoman for the Nehraska
Digpartment o Koads, “Before
the prespdent had even signed,
we were looking # our deliver-
nble projects ™

Pari of the confusion, to the ex-
teni that it exisiz. centers on the
definition of = flra ™

“The concept of ‘shovel ready.”
which is neither a legal term nor
n term of &t in fosd construc-
tion, means projects ready io be
slarted ak soon & ey -
comes avaalable™ said Jim Hers
ard, & spokesman for ihe House
Committee on  Transponiation
and Infrastructure

While the committee keeps mo
official tabs, that definition leads
w ong econcluson, Mr Berasm]
said T think Missouri has the
best clum o the fiile)” bhe de-
clared

Oim that bit of news, Ms. Oie did
ber version of a phome shrug
“We're axcited any which way
woui look af it "



